
 

MX-5 Power Retractable Hardtop PRHT 
Technical Training  

 1 Revised 10-03-2006 

Models 
2007-Present MX-5 with Power Retractable Hardtop (PRHT) 
 
Description 
This job aid explains the following procedures: 
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Deck Panel Manual Open Procedure......................................................................... 9 
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PRHT Control Module Inspection............................................................................. 25 
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Deck Panel Removal 
 
1. Unlock and unlatch the top latch 
 
2. Open the deck panel: 
• If the deck panel will open electronically go to 

step 2 
• If the deck panel will not open electronically go 

to page 9 Deck Panel Manual Open Procedure. 
Normal Top Operation Requirements: 

a. Ignition ON 
b. Top unlocked and unlatched 
c. Battery between 9.5 and 16.5 

volts 
d. Vehicle stopped (under 1.8mph) 
e. Trunk closed 
f. Press and hold the open or close switch until the deck panel is fully open 

 
3. Lower the windows. 
4. Remove the shift knob 
5. Remove the center console 
observing the following step #s in the 
figure: 
 1. Remove the front finisher 

and two screws 
 2. Remove the rear finisher 

and two screws 
 3. Remove the cup holder 

finisher and screw  
• AT shift to D range 
4. Unclip the parking brake 

boot 
5. Skip this step in the diagram 
6. Pull the center console up 
7. and 8. Disconnect the power window switch 
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6. Remove the scuff plate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Remove both side trims 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Remove both tire house trims 
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Deck Panel Removal Continued 
9. Remove the aero board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10. Remove the back trim clips (three each side) then remove the back trim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Remove the two hidden rear side 
trim clips, one on each side 
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Deck Panel Removal Continued 
 
 
12. Remove the three rear side trim clips, then 
the rear side trim 
 
 
 
 
13. Locate the roof hook cable plastic guide 
cover behind the driver seat 
beneath the PRHT control 
module.  Pry the plastic case 
open and remove the cable from 
the back of the metal sleeve (not 
the front as pictured). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Disconnect the left deck 
panel motor and the high mount 
brake light connector on the left 
linkage 
 
15. Disconnect the right deck 
panel motor and the deck panel 
limit switch connector from the 
right deck panel linkage 
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Deck Panel 
Removal 
Continued 
 
16. Remove the 
four deck panel 
bolts, two each 
side 
 
17. Remove the 
deck panel 
assembly with 
two people; 
make sure to 
guide the roof 
hook cable as 
you remove the 
panel to protect 
the paint 

 
 
18. Installation is the reverse of removal 
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Deck Panel Manual Open Procedure 
 
1. Open the tool kit found in the glove 
compartment 
 

NOTE 

• You will only use the Allen wrench and 
the eye bolt.  The rope is only used to 
secure the deck lid for safe driving.   

• You must perform all steps on one side 
of the deck panel, and then repeat all 
steps on the other side of the deck panel 

 
2. Remove the 6mm hex bolt 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Tighten the eye bolt to separate the brackets 
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Deck Panel Manual Open Procedure Continued 
4. Place the eye bolt inside the guide tube then push to separate the sector gear 
from the motor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. Using two people, raise the deck panel from both sides evenly to the open 
position 
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Restore the Deck Panel After Repair 
 

NOTE 

• Perform these steps on both sides of the deck panel. 
• The procedure requires the deck panel to be in the open position. 

 
1. Rotate the deck panel motor 
bracket in the direction of the arrow to 
engage the pinion gear and the sector 
gear 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Install the 6 mm hex bolt 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal 
 
1. Open the deck panel: 
• If the deck panel will open electrically go to step 3 
• If the deck panel is stuck closed go to page 9 Deck Panel Manual Open 

Procedure 
 
Normal Top Operation Requirements: 

g. Ignition ON 
h. Top unlocked and unlatched 
i. Battery between 9.5 and 16.5 volts 
j. Vehicle stopped (under 1.8mph) 
k. Trunk closed 
l. Press and hold the open or close switch 

until the deck panel is fully open 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
2. Lower the windows 
3. Record the customers’ radio station presets below.  Reprogram the presets after 
assembly 
 

FM1 

Preset1 
 

Preset 2 Preset 3 Preset 4 Preset 5 Preset 6 

FM2  

Preset1 
 

Preset 2 Preset 3 Preset 4 Preset 5 Preset 6 

AM1  

Preset1 
 

Preset 2 Preset 3 Preset 4 Preset 5 Preset 6 

 
4. Disconnect the negative battery 
cable 
5. Remove the shift knob 
6. Remove the center console 
observing the following step #s in the 
figure: 

1. Remove the front finisher 
and two screws 

2. Remove the rear finisher and 
two screws  

3. Remove the cup holder 
finisher and screw 
• AT shift to D range 

4. Unclip the parking brake boot 
5. and 6. Skip these steps in 

the diagram 
• Pull the center console up 

7. and 8. Disconnect the power window switch connectors 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
 
7. Remove the cab side weather-
strip (3-clips)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Remove the quarter trim 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
9. Remove the scuff plate 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
10. Remove the tire house trim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Remove the aero board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Remove both seat back bar 
garnishes 

a. Pull the front garnish off 
b. Remove the screws 
c. Pull the rear seat back 
garnish up and detach the clips 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
13. Remove the back trim clips (three each side) then remove the back trim 

 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Remove the two hidden rear side 
trim clips one on each side 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. Remove the three rear side trim clips from 
both sides and remove both rear side trims 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal 
Continued 
16. Remove both seat belt upper anchor bolts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17. Remove both upper seat belt guide bolts 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
 
18. Remove both power retractable 
hardtop link brackets 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Link Bracket Install Note  
Temporarily tighten the bolts in the 
order indicated in the figure.  Then 
torque them to the specification in the 
figure above 
 
 

 
19.Disconnect the roof motor 
electrical connectors from both 
sides 
 
• Disconnect the roof motor 

limit switch from the right side 
 
• Disconnect the rear window 

defroster connector for the left 
side (not pictured) 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
20. Disconnect the power retractable 
hardtop drain hose from each side 
 

a. Raise the retractable hardtop; 
this requires two people to raise 
the top evenly from both sides 

b. Remove clip A and remove the 
drain hose from the rear 
window glass 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
 
21. Remove 
the two bolts 
and one nut (1 
and 2) from 
each side 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• If the top has lowered, raise it 

again with tow people; two of 
the bolts are hidden behind the 
top 
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Power Retractable Hardtop Removal Continued 
22. Remove the power retractable hard top from the vehicle with two people and set 
it on a soft surface to protect it from damage 
23. Installation is the reverse of removal 
 
Top Installation Note: 
 

a. Place the main bracket on the stud 
bolt  

b. Make sure there is no gap at “a”  
c. Tighten the bolts and nuts (1 and 

2) in step 21 to: 19-25 Nm (14-18 
ftlbf) 
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PRHT PIDs 
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PRHT DTC’s 
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PRHT Control Module Inspection 
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